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Sarthak.G@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Animal lovers, re-
searchers and members of
various animal welfare asso-
ciations have come together
to create awareness about
theright way of feeding stre-
etdogs. They think such awa-
reness will help in curbing
dog-human conflicts, which
have been reported from dif-
ferent pockets of the city and
suburbs in the recent past.
Anindita Bhadra, associ-
ateprofessorof IISER-Kolka-
ta and a scientist resear-
ching on stray dogs, said:
“Feeding strays is a major
concern when it comesto the
dog-human conflict. We can-
notexpecteveryonetobeani-
mal lovers. We have found
when some people feed stra-
ys on the road, some object,
claiming that the dogs dirty
the area. To address these is-
sues, dog lovers should fol-
low some norms while fee-

» Feed dogs in small groups
instead of bringing them

dingstrays.”

Bhadra and Amshuman
Dasarathy, a member of the
organization Socratus, poin-
ted that feeding a pack of 10
street dogs together in a par-
ticular place is “unscienti-
fic”. He sald “The old way of

giving leftovers from house-

among sn*ays beca
Lrgroupﬁ.ghtsandthewmng ¢

2022 t0 42,905in 2023.”
Susmita Roy, executive
member of ‘Love N Care For
Animals’, said: “Irresponsib-
le wayof takingcareof street
animals can lead to the

growth of agitation amongst
people and this in turn re-
sults in am.mal cruelty




2005 to 2020: 43% of cases from state

Bengal had most
rabies cases: Data

DEBRAJ MITRA AND
SAMARPITA BANERJEE

W Bengal accounts for more
than 40 per cent of the rabies
cases in India between 2005
and 2020

B Goa, which implemented
a mass dog vaccination pro-
gramme in 2015, did not see
a single rabies case between
2018 and 2022

Calcutta: Researchers and
organisations working to
mitigate human-dog conflict
shared some insights into the
scale of the problem at a news
conference on Wednesday.

They called for more ob-
Jjective media coverage of the
conflict.

“An instance of con-
flict between a dog and a
human can result in trag-
ic consequences. However,
while reporting on cases
of human-dog conflict, it is
important to bear in mind
that the story does not begin
and end at the moment of con-
flict,” said a dossier from the
0 A
Using tropes such as
“dog menace” to whip up
public emotions often does
more harm than good, they
said.

“We share a long history
of sharing space with ani-
mals. Dogs and humans have
co-existed for centuries in
this land and they are an im-
portant component of the
urban ecosystem. A scientific
understanding of their lives
and balanced ecosystem man-
agement can lead to conflict
reduction and sustainable
urban development,” said An-

CANINE COUNT

B In Bengal, the number of
street dogs declined mar-
ginally from 11,57,170in
2012to 11,40,165in 2019

B The number of street
dogs declined in the
majority of states — from
1,71,38,349in 2012 to
1,53,09,355in 2019. The
last count was held in 2019

m Uttar Pradesh and Kar-
nataka have the highest
number of street dogs

Source: Data presented in
the Lok Sabha by the Union
ministry of fisheries and

| animal husbandry

indita Bhadra, associate pro-
fessor at IISER Kolkata, who
is studying the behavioural
ecologies of India’s free-rang-
ing dogs or street dogs,
said.

The organisers cited a No-
vember 2028 Lancet research
paper that studied rabies
trends using data from the Na-
tional Health Profile (NHP), a
collection of state-wise month-
ly health condition reports be-
tween 2005 and 2020.

It showed that India re-
corded 2,863 cases of rabies
between 2005 and 2020. “Five
states contributed to over
three-fourths of the total
burden: West Bengal (43%),
Andhra Pradesh (10%), Maha-
rashtra (8%), Karnataka (7%)
and Delhi (6%),” it said.

Bengal accounted for 1,225
cases in the period. “Despite
the high burden, incidence
of rabies has consistently de-

clined in this period in Ben-
gal,” the dossier said.

Rabies is a virus that
spreads to people from
the saliva of infected animals.

“Dog bites and scratches
cause 99% of the human ra-
bies cases, and can be prevent-
ed through dog vaccination
and bite prevention. Once the
virus infects the central nerv-
ous system and clinical symp-
toms appear, rabies is fatal in
100% of cases,” says the WHO
website.

“India is endemic for ra-
bies and accounts for 36% of
the world’s rabies deaths... it
causes 18,000-20,000 deaths
every year.”

For prevention, mass dog
vaccination has proven to
be an effective tool, amongst
other measures.

Goa is a case in point. The
state initiated a State Rabies
Control Programme in 2015.
It has three elements: mass
dog vaccination, rabies sur-
veillance, and education and
awareness.

Data from 2015-2022 shows
Goa has not had a single case
of human rabies since 2018.

The programme is not ro-
bust in Bengal, said Bhadra.
“It happens in pockets and not
regularly,” she said.

“While we do not expect or
even desire complete agree-
ment from different stake-
holders, measured reporting
can help enable productive
debates to address problems
like human-dog conflict,”
said Amshuman Dasarathy,
an associate at Socratus, an
organisation that promotes
public conversations on this
issue.
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Experts Underscore Importance of
Scientific Understanding & Balanced
Strategies For Mitigating The
Human-Dog Conflict In India

damk -« 3 hows sge L1

A group of human-animal sty diss ressarchars, stientists and weifare organisstions cama tagathar on

‘Wadnasday to provide factual parspactives on human-dog conflicts and urged media crganizations to

regort on and cowar such instancas in @ mare cbjective and proactive mannar.,

Do Anindita Bhadra, Asscciate Professor at ISER Kolista, and an @minent scientist ressarching tha
bshanicural acclogias of India’s free-ranging degs, set tha contaxt for the semsion. “Wa share a long history
of sharing space with animals. Dogs and humans have co-axdisted for centurias in this land and thay arzan

miportant componant of the urban ecosystam. A sciantific undarstanding of thair fvas and balancad
@cogystem managemsant can kad to conflict reduction and sustainable urban devalopmant.” Tha discussion
wihich took placa at tha Press Club hers, focused on media reparting of dog bites and how it is often
pacikaged s gruessme stories of terrer, using tropss such 25 ‘the dog menace’ to whip public emotions

whilz disregarding the socic-scokogical compladitios of human-deg relations. The obiective of the
ntaractive session was to build towards mors constructive raporting on human-dog conflict, as thamadia

plays a vital rola in shaping tha futura of conflict and coadstanca

“Animals will shaays co-edist with humans in cities We cannot e in 2 sterile bubbls and cannet wish away
tha inavitabla conflict that arises. Objective madia raporting can significantly tampar the narrativa of tha
human-animal relationship, and halp with stratagies for mitigating this conflict,” said Varda Mahratra,
founder of Samayy, @ nen-profit working for postive cutcomas for penple planat and animals Tha
gatharing ake called upen the media to aveid holding actreme pesitions on thass topics of conflict. For
nstance, ona of tha discussion points was to nagate argumsants in favour of mass culling or the eradication
«of stroot degs through other means such 2 confinemant in ‘shebters” It was splsined that eradization &
rargly an affactive or workable sohution to reduce conflict, and can be countenproductivs, aspacially in the
comphax social and ecological conditions found in @ place such 2t India “Pulblic dobates arcund stract dogs

amphasse human-deg canfict and ow

ook commonglace postive interactions. & varisty of strabegies an
nasdad to addres differant sources of conflict, ranging from envircnmental management, sducation, and
nutering and waczination. Pulbfic health initatives ans alis needed to strengthan positive dimensions of
pople-straqt dog intaractions 2s thass contributa to human wallbzing diractly as wall as indiractly, a5
socialised strast dogs arz bess lkely to be involvad in conflict,” said Krithika Srinfvasan, a Senior Lecturar in
Human Geograghy at the University of Edinburgh, and princigal invastigator of a ressarch study on straat

dogsand puklic haalth ROH-Indies)

Ade
tha same was 2l

bt statest

iar containing infarmaticn on key slemants related to human-deg

nflict and strategies to addras

harad with joumnalists. This de:

sar inchudes data ralating to

bigsincidenca in India, dag

measuras taken to addnes human-dog conflict and to manags dog popu lations, the lay of
the legal landscaps, and scientific ressarch ralating to the most common forms of human-strest dog

nteractions. Tha idea behind crganizing the avent was to

ta tha madia to coma togather and

apart

iof the solution aoognizing the importance of presenting scientifically acourats and factual information

o raadans

Whilz wa do not acpact or aven desing complats agreamant from different staleeholdars, careful and
maasurad raporting can halp to enabla mors productive debates and disagreemants that arg raquirad to
address complax problems ke human-dog conflict” said Amshuman Dasarathy, an Associata at Socratus, an

organization that is working to promote mora nuancad public conwarsations on this isua. This was tha first

n a saries of media convanings that tha group of arganizations will b halding across the country.
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Experts Underscore Importance Of Scientific Understanding &
Balanced Strategies For Mitigating The Human-Dog Conflict In India

% Jun=12,2024 & Ldmin @ Llea

A Comment

Kalkata : & group of human-animal studies ressarchers, scisntists and weifars organizations came together on Wednesday o

pravide factual perspectives on human-dag conflicts and urged media organizations t3 report on and cover such instances ina

mare shjective and proactive manner.

Watch on I ¥oiube

Dr. Anindita Bhadra, Associate Professor at I3ER Kolkata, and an eminent scientist researching the behavioural ecologies of India’s

free-ranging dogs, st the cantext for the session. “We share 2 long history of sharing space with animals, Dogs and humans have

ca-existed far certurics in this land and they are 2n impartant companent of the urban coasystem. & scientifc understanding of
their lives and balanced ecesystem management can lead to cenfiict reduction and sustainakie urban derslopment”

The discussion, which tock placs =t the Press Club hers, facused on media reparting of dog bites and how it is often packaged as
grueseme stories of teron using trapes such as ‘the dag menace’ to whip pubiic emotions whils disregarding the sacic-coolgical

camglexities of human-dag relations.

The abjective of the interactive session was to build towards mors construstive reporting on human-gag canflict, as the media plays
= vital role in shaping the future of conflict and comdstarce.
“Arimalz will always co-meist with humans in cities. We cannct e in 2 sterile Suble and cannct wish @way the inevitabls conflics

that ari

=. Objective media reparting can significantly temper the narative of the humar-animal refaticnsiip, and help with

strategies for mitigating this confiics” said Varda Mehrotra, faunder of Samayu, 2 non-prafit working far positive outcomes for

peaple, planst, and animals.

The gathering alsa calied upon the media ta avoid holding extrame pasitions on thess topics of canflict. Far instance, one of the
discussion points was te negate arguments in favaur of mess culling o the eradication of street dags thraugh ather means such as
canfinement in “shefters’. lt was explained that eradication i rrcly an effective or workalle salution te reduce canfict, and can be
caunterproductive, especially in the complex sacial and ecalagical canditins found in @ place such as India

“Public debates arsund street dogs emphasise human-dag conflict, and sverioak commanplace pesitive interactions. & varicty of
strategies ars necded to address different sources of conflict, ranging fram envirenmental management, education, and peutering
and vaccinatin. Public health mitiztives are also necded to strengthen positive dimensions of pecple-street dag interactions as
these contribute ta human wellbeing directly s wel as indirectly, 25 socialised strect dogs ams less likely ta be smvatved in canfiict”
said Krithika Srinivasan, a S=nior Lecturer in Human Geography at the University of Edinburgh, and principal investigatar of 2
research study on street dogs and public health (ROH-Indi=s).

4 dussier cantaining mformation on key slements related to human-gog conflict and sirategies o address the s2me was also
shared with journalists. This dassier includes data relating o rabies inzidence in Indiz, dog bite statistics, measures taken to
2ddress human-dog conflict and to marags dog populations, the lay of the l=gal landscape, and scientific research relating ta the

mast comman forms of human-sirest dog interactions.

The idea behind arganizing the event was ta invise the media ta came topether and be 2 part of the sohution by recognizing the
importance of presenting seientifically accurate and factual infarmation 1o readers. “Whils we do nat expect o aven desie camplets
agreement from different stakeholders, carsful and measured reporting can helg to enable mare productive debates and
disagresments that are required to address complex problems like human-dog canfiict” said Amshuman Dasarathy, an Associate 2t
Socratus, an arganization that i warking to pramote more nuanced public conversations an this issus.

This was the first in a series of media canvenings that the group of organizations will be holding across the courtry.
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AIFII FPAAHR WY T9-J, 71} RGIAI0K - scientists
and social workers expressed concern dog and human
conflicts in country becoming bloody and deadly

. eisamay.com/west-bengal-news/kolkata-news/scientists-and-social-workers-expressed-concern-dog-and-human-
conflicts-in-country-becoming-bloody-and-deadly/articleshow/110961611.cms

el

HIFI FPIAATR IWZ 73-99, TR Rewaiow

Authored byS® 5131 | Produced by5jsd ST | Ei Samay 13 Jun 2024, 1:19 pm
Follow

Subscribe

R, SGRIT Ao (WT OF TH GO T 218 Wo2 KeWZ, FIA \3 g
77 AGTH 3 AITTOI UbdT | PPATH \39K AT WOIBIAA WS W2
AfSfRS | 2 TGAT Tast PP FAET RGa1al \3 FATGPRIAT | BT U3 79 \3
BT @ g RS e T@eed|

TRETG

o (R J1A1 918 FPA-THT 79 I L AT TT BHE
o TPACR \3°R T TOIBIR A3 PH QTG A T
« BORA fa *Ma a2 s’ faey Brast aarT 37 Read) \3 Sareesia

1/4



B3 S 519 24 TG0 U0 | SSEITd ASIRT AT F2ET b1 TR AP0 I (e
Qe | oudd e A $or TSN 5T b-0ft AT T | AGTE TR (A T
FAT TS CTIFFT T | ToATHE2 T 2 OF (55110 I%RA (& FIHA oA FANS €T QA0S 2 |
GHaR FSTRIRM (G #ifs T gas FIo” Bo Wirad W a3 «1ugga | Fraft f[rem
Ry granfiesr, 9@ Oud @6 e d1 | WRerst, #1330 G428 UE (GIF 3% Q8 B3
Fraffer TIFaT TR @, GRS TCARER §97 20 | 7R 33 F3A0e AT saa gran aifdvemr)

1, OGRIT I *F5HIH- (O AT 2018 (AP2 AR 2SI (o A5 U, (U PPI-1GE 79
ITFR I AITITST T BT | FIICH \39R T TOIHIRA AR_R\3 T WI5HCT 5 77 |
BRI I SMaTT I3 FAPe T B35t o FAET [RGaTal 3 TSP | BT A3 79-2A”
@ g srs fofFe wmEA|

JRR FAPTO! (2 FE T FARS QNS A3 Gast \3 IR ez Reerar @ Roaesar grangfy
AT | BitW 0, 3 TR TRISTS T 72 S0 @R SR SeaTor G451 SE
24T a1l Tl STR 50, G2 =R B771\3 T=R1 51 TR BRI | O Taros,
TERFIEG S FPACR YRR @31

TAFOR FUW, 'CIRIEH, (PTA3 (FIANS 2GR FPET FLAY TR @0 AN | (AT A GIAT O
N AFIRE TG FPAOR TG AR Moz | ) SIS (73 TGS AR (31 X0 1 T
OAIER YRR G\ X0 A1 93 WoRfEe 51 Wae Oy G361 G AR 1 (T 39
PECE, T QTP YRR (T P IGCZ | A0S JFAPT 932 AR 74 T FPIOA T T
offisrafsroT, FRTEIR I, (GHAR (13 (ST HH HIGE 20T (510 T BoE\S A FAL
STTRCERIAT |

2/4



Tol-ROe S (Ob!

u 30)Y 950898 03| qauus8Yq
m 303 8899Vt  m3035| 93YR8dO
m 3030 8OYU8D ‘ M030 89¢r08)
m 303> BUWBUY WI033|  ©39aadE
2033 33939  m033| LG
2039 830¢ m3030[  39a3Aev

S rerr b e . .
[T HEHE STE Y031 € 094 TYTHE: 9T €

FPraa e fErwa = ol sifaata seme 25,

- 1S . - .
s T AT’ W TEU TS YA STAE HaEE

TR 5o, RFad T URRE J-fe 3 73 IR TG TR A3 PR, 536 T
(AT <13 T TP TS T WO (ARGI O UF | T4 WG WA (WF ZIATH (O
SIEARTHCG (510 T1 (@8 TFHT T 71 FPA 9T01 T A0 | @DL o 534 TP

Qo e, GUF HqE WPRT 9¥ GATAT, 0o (@TOR I6aT (WPS WFHR TN L |

AP CIRICA! ST Fa| I SHE R S, 2020 FI AF5Ea0 TR ITHGE o1
T 83, »0¢fl | TR (eT 3 @1 ¢ FoF\3 @R TR FTASA o1 REAMT T T2 | 93
TR GT SRy TROFA I, 'HIGT I3 WHA] FIIOA QA [T FA00 AN 1| oTpos
fIacE Do WA FIAOR AOIRE SRR ZBCF 1 T I3 RTITT6 S aesies a3
7g-381 PECO oA

TIARTSTRT SIACEEA, L0 % AFII TG IO TR IR | T & 4G 511 @F TR AR
SR 57 SrATA! FIAZIACD T AT | F ZRGT (@ XTRE ST YRS A1 al (I6T 51
FATGROW JACS T AT T PG ROTIAT |

3/4



Bird Flu In Humans : TaR S1e5-Res 2ot i oo Si4Ed <RI 31 Ol AR IS FEE?
T Reage®

3 (RS DA T 0T TN, 305¢ T (AT SR HL5TIq T GO AT SR
T AR | TAPPR TR SIS GUIRS, FIqad WP A A9 WEPH, (@101 @1 awgsq?
AAFPACH T FTE T WRGEAT I 76 | B4 P, AT ©51 A, O3 6 F00 TD
@, 93 ety 9 Wi 4R[ 3, OIS AR ISP W PRSP QS XA | FPAE B HIGE
TR TFH R [Fta S s T3 b a1 IR raRmmeam ore i o st
5T Afefae TTFIIR I51, "R “IRead 3@ G, e ggaoe [ieaa uvs
OISR e TR T3 I3 AT I0E 1 1 GEAAT 7L ARG TG TETas 7 I, TR
TFHT T FACE I3 T 151 27

ETATT FF S

Rl

T G Q| 570 QF A @RI AT 4T I3 FA FLIMAA N1 | (ATHes iz wes s
o TToF \3 (AT RPNy (U TS #1PT PR 21 ARIAFEOR (SPT T
i1 A2 ST FRAMACT A FoTo BT, AIGAIG, FAihs, e13w 1ee, (e, Fifdm Hiftcea,
X33, TP TfGa, ST oererd, [Reerd 8 2 FFS ARERRA AR 9 A |
SREARI YRS, YALS, A (TS 3R ST ST | B dd XRF 4 4T | TZH X127
PEAPTON ... WRS G

Follow

M EER SR

a/4



Calcutta

Bemgali ~ Health Life Style Business ~ Sport  Travel

Home Lite Style

Scientific Understanding & Balanced Strategies For Mitigating The Human-Dog Conflict In India

@ Eedcaiosss Juns s 2024 TEEpm D0

Kaolkata: A group of human-animal studies researchers, scientists and welfare crganisations
came together on Wednesday to provide factual perspectives on human-dog conflicts and
urged media crganizations to report on and cover such instances in a8 more objective and

proactive manner.

Or. Anindits Bhadra, Associate Professor at ISER Kolkata, and an eminent scientist
researching the behavioural ecologies of India's freeranging dogs, set the context for the
session. “We share a long history of sharing space with animals. Dogs and humans have co-
existed for centuries in this land and they are an important component of the urban
ecosystem. A scientific understanding of their lives and balanced ecosystern management

can lead to conflict reduction and sustainakle urban development.”

The discussion, which took place at the Press Club here, focused on media reporting of dog
bites and how it is often packaged as gruesome stories of temror, using tropes such as ‘the dog
menace to whip public emotions while disregarding the socio- ecological complexities of
human-dog relations.

The objective of the interactive session was to build towards more constructive reporting on
human-dog conflict, as the media plays a vital role in shaping the future of conflict and
coexistence.

“Animals will always co-exist with humans in cities. We cannct live in 8 sterile bubble and
cannct wish away the inevitable conflict that arises. Objective media reporting can
significantly temper the namative of the human-animal relaticnship, and help with strategies
for mitigating this conflict,” said Varda Mehrotra, founder of Samayu, 8 non-profit working for

positive outcomes for people, planset, and animals.
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Experts Underscore Importance of Scientific Understanding
& Balanced Strategies For Mitigating The Human-Dog Conflict
In India
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Kalketa, juns 12, 2025

& group of human-animal studies reseanchers, scientists and wellane arganisations came together on Wednesday to
provide factual perspectives an human-dog conflicts and urged media arganizations to repart an and cover such
instancss in & mors abjective and prosctive manner

Dr. Amindita Bhadra, Associabe Professor 2t HSER Kolkata, and an eminent soentist researching the behavioural ecologies
of India's frez-ranging dogs, set the context for the sessicn. “We share a long histony of sharing space with animals. Dogs
and humare have co-existed for centuries in this land and they are an importam component of the urban scosystem &
scientific understanding of their lives and balanced eosystem management can bead to conflict reduction and
susfainable urban developmemt™

The discussion, which took place at the Press Club here, focused on media reporting of dog bites and how it is often
packaged as gruesome stories of terrar, using tropes such as "the dog menace’ to whip public emotions while
disregarding the socic-scclogical complexities of human-dog relstions.

The abjective af the interactive session was ta build towards more constructive reperting on human- dog conflict, as the
mezdia plays & vital role in shaping the future of conflict and coexistence

*animals will always co-exist with humans in cities. We cannot live in a stzrile bubble and cannot wish away the inevitable
conflict that arizes. Objective media reporting can significantly temper the narmtive of the human-animal relationship,
and help with strategies for mitigating this conflict,” sale vards Mehratra, founder of Sameyu, & non-proft working for
pasitive cutcomes for peaple, plane and animals.

The gatharing also called upen the media to avoid hodding sxtreme positions on these topics conflict. For instance, one of
the discussion points was to negate arguments in favour of mass oulli or the eradicstion of street dogs throwgh other
mezans such as confinement in “shefters! 1t w splained that eradication is rarely an effective or workable solution to
reduce canflict, and can counterproductive, especially in the complex social and ecalegical conditions found in & place
such India

“Public debates around street dogs emphasize human-deg conflict, and overlook commang positive interactions. &
variety of sirabegies are nesded to address different sources of conflict, rmm from enviranmental management, educatian,
and neutening and vaccination. Pubdic health initia are also needed to strengthen pasitive dimensions of people-street
dog inferactions as these contr to human wellbeing directly as well as indirectly, &= socislized street dogs ane lesx likely to
b inw in canflict,” said Krithika Srinivasan, a Senior Lecturer in Human Geography at the Univers Edinburgh, and principal
inwestigator of a research study on street degs and public health

Irdi

& dossier containing information on key elements related to buman-dog conflict and strate

address the same was alsa shared with joumalists. This dossier indudes data relating to rmbies imcddent inindia,
the ey of the legal landscape, and scientific ressarch relating to the most commen forms of human street dog
interactions.

The idea b=hind coganizing the event was ta invite the media to come together and be a part of the solution by
recognizing the importance of presenting scientifically acourate and factual information to readers. “while we do nat
expect ar even desire complete agreement from different stakeholders, careful and measured reporting can help to
enable more productive debates snd dissgreements that are required to address complex problems like human-dag
conflict” said Amshuman Dazarethy, an Azsociate at Socratus, an coganizetion that is working to promote maone nuanced
public consersatians an this issue.

This was the first in a series of media convenings that the group of organizations will be halding across the country.







