Headline: Stray dog control needs more than vaccines; birth control surgeries
Publication: Sakshi
Date: September 19
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Headline: Many Chennai residents still have positive impression of street dogs, says study

Publication: The Hindu
Date: September 19

Many city residents still have positive
impression of stray dogs, says study

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A majority of Chennai resi-
dents display a positive at-
titude towards stray dogs
despite complaints of chas-
ing, barking, biting, etc., as
the animals are seen as
companions and protec-
tors, research finds. The
need for more awareness
of rabies and ways to iden-
tify signs of the infection
was stressed at a confe-
rence with mediapersons
on Wednesday in Chennai.
The discussion was held as
part of a series of media in-
teractions to be held across
the country.

Krithika Srinivasan,
principal investigator of a
research project on street
dogs and public health
(ROH-Indies), said of the
4,600 observations of hu-
man-street dog interac-
tions in Chennai, 53.9% of
people involved in the stu-
dy mentioned barking is-
sues, 50.1% spoke of chas-
ing, 39.2% referred to
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Live and let live: There is a multidimensional attitude towards
stray dogs, since over 60% have reported positive interactions, with
dogs providing companionship and protection. FILE PHOTO

biting and 15% mentioned
rabies. Only 5.1% of the pe-
ople involved in the re-
search saw absolutely no
problems at all with the
animals.

Positive interaction

She said there was a multi-
dimensional attitude to-
wards street dogs — since
over 60% have reported
that the interactions were
positive, with dogs provid-
ing protection, especially
to women of low-income

groups and pavement
dwellers, companionship,
and serving as first line of
defence against predators.

Ms. Krithika Srinivasan
said local bodies must fo-
cus on raising awareness
and knowledge on prevent-
ing conflicts from school
level, improve animal birth
control measures and ad-
minister vaccines annually.

V. Ramasubramanian,
an infectious disease spe-
cialist, advised people to
get themselves checked

immediately in case they
get in contact with felines
that project abnormal be-
haviour. “If you get
scratched by a pet dog or
encounter an usually ag-
gressive dog, it doesn’t ne-
cessarily mean it has ra-
bies. However, if a
normally docile dog shows
signs of aggression and at-
tacks or licks a person,
seek medical attention and
report the incident to local
authorities for the animal
to be checked”

Further, they empha-
sised upon the media’s role
in shaping public opinion
about street dogs and the
need for balanced report-
ing promoting vaccination,

population control, and
responsible waste
disposal.

Varda Mehrotra, foun-
der of Samayu, an NGO
with Amshuman Dasarathy
of Socratus, an organisa-
tion for thinking through
and solving social and civic
issues, and the press were
present.



Headline: 60% respondents in Chennai say stray dogs not menace

Publication: DT Next
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A research study conducted by a

professor in collaboration with 2 NGOs
highlighted the need for a holistic approach in

managing dog bites and prevention of rabies

"STRAY DOGS NOT

MENAGE, PUBLIG

Street dog population has declined in
most states but increased in 17 states
including Maharashtra and Karnata-
ka. But in TN, it has dropped from 6.47
lakh in 2012 to 4.41 lakh in 2019.

PROBLEMS
DENIZENS FACE

5 Krithika opined that mass immuni- Chasing |
sation and animal birth contral sur- 50.1%
gery can prevent at least 70-80% of the
population in a year. “The mass dog Barking | 53.9%

CHENMAL: Stray dog menace has

University of Edinburgh and prinei-

vaccination (MDV) has proven to be

been a public health problem pal investigator of a research project  an effective tool, amongst other meas- Biting |
since the pandemic in 2020. on street dogs and public health. ures. For example, the Goa govern- 392%
Despite several cases of dog bites, Public debates on street dogs inthe  ment initiated a State Rabies Control Infection |
including ferocious attacks on city focus more on the conflict and  Programme in 2015 in partnership 29.4%
children, a study has revealed characterised by dog control, neglect  with Mission Rabies. It had three ele-
that not everyone complained of other key measures including cre-  ments - MDV, rabies surveillance and Dirt and/or
about stray dogs. In fact, 60% of ating awareness on bite-and-chase is-  education and awareness,” she said. Faecal matter |
the respondents opined that sue, prevention, universal knowledge The data between 2014-2022 by Goa 27.7%
stray dogs offer companionship of and access to appropriate post- government revealed that in the
and protection. bite prophylaxis, and ecologi- seven years of the implementa- i Cause
cal and social strategies for tion of the programme, Goa accidents |
Conducted by a professor from Uni-  safe cohabitation. did not have a single reported ’ 231%
versity of Edinburgh, along with two She added that the most case of rabies from 20182023, @_\Rahi 15%
city-based NGOs, Samayu and Socra-  common complaints and con- The public awareness about \ es |
tus, the study was conducted with flicts regarding stray dogs were stray dogs is less in TN, and a ho- /‘ Scare peogle |
4600 people in Chennai. It revealed chasing, fighting between dogs and  listic approach needs better aware- \ 8.2%
that the number of street dogs in Ta-  barking at night. Around 2% ofthere-  ness on understanding daily interac- Threat
mil Nadu had dropped from 6.47 lakh  spondents agreed on this. On the oth-  tions, caring for these dogs, food topets | No problems
(2012) to 4.41 lakh (2019). The cases of  er hand, at least 60% agreed that stray  waste disposal, vaccination and con- 57% atall| 51%
rabies had dipped too. dogs offer companionship and protec-  trol of dog population and most impor- Mot sultable for a

“During the survey, when we asked
the respondents about the problems
caused by stray dogs, not evervbody
complained. For instance, street

tion. Also, cleanliness workers have

vast knowledge about preventing con-

flict, but awareness among the gener-
al public was quite Jess.

tantly, managing dog bites and pre-
vention of rabies.

“As many as 20,000-30,000 rabies
deaths are reported in India, which is

developed country | 1.2%

dwellers, especially women, feel gy, According to livestock the highest in the workd. The diag- () Mass immunisation
safe when stray dogs are . "k censuses (2012 and 2019) nosed mortality rate is 100%. Any un- and ABC surgery
around. A few said that the ;A carried out by the Depart-  provoked bite from cats, dogs, horses, can prevent at
dogs were innocent ment of Animal Husbandry  cowsand bats should be considered as p

creatures,”  said and Dairying, Gol, the over-  rabies. The bitten area should be least 70-80% of the
Krithika Srini- all number of street dogs  washed and immediately given medi- i H

vasan, Profes- of 1.71 crore in 2012 had  cal attention,” said Dr V Ramasubra- pﬂpllhtlllll I
sor of Political reduced toaround 1.53  manian, senior consultant, Infectious - Prof Krithika Srinivasan,
Ecology, crore  in  2019. Diseases, Apollo Hospital. University of Edinburgh




Headline: Stray dog control needs more than vaccines; birth control surgeries
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Stray dog control needs more than
vaccines, birth control surgeries

Oppili P
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Vaccinating stray
dogs and performing birth
control surgeries alone are
not enough to prevent inci-
dents of chasing, bitingorthe
occasional humandeathsdue
to dog attacks, said Krithika
Srinivasan, professor of Po-
litical Ecology at Edinburgh
University.

In an interaction here on
Wednesday, she emphasised
that public health initiatives
are needed to enhance the
positive aspects of human-
street dog interactions,
which directly and indirectly
contribute to human well-be-
ing. Socialized street dogs are
less likely to be involved in
conflicts, shesaid.

NEEDED, EMPATHY

In Srinivasan’s view, both
human safety and health of
dogs are equally important.
She argued that stray dogs
should notrelyon humansfor
food, as they must coexist
with people without becom-
ing dependent. “Do not make
them semi-pets,” she urged.

She said when animal lov-
ersfeed agroup of dogs, some
residents may object and

complain tocivic authorities,
labelling the dogs a nuisance.
This often results in the re-
moval of dogs, who are then
relocated to another area.
However, this does not solve
the issue, as the vacant space
is soon filled by dogs from
neighbouring areas, she said.

Supporting this view, pro-
fessor V Ramasubramanian,
senior consultant for infec-
tious diseases at Apollo Hos-
pital, said street dogs have
long been an integral part of
India’s ecosystem. While
most interactions between
people and street dogs are un-
eventful, media reports often
portray these encounters
negatively. He stressed the
need for better public aware-
ness about the health aspects
of such interactions.
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&L B\LILG SSH6VITLD? Public Reaction (Why do dogs bite people? What can be controlled? Public
Reaction)

Publication: PuthiyathalaimuraiTV (Electronic TV Channel)

Date: September 19

Link: https://youtu.be/DypriKE1Xwc?t=414
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Headline: Stray dog control needs more than vaccines; birth control surgeries
Publication: Theekadhir
Date: September 19
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Headline: Need for balanced reporting on human-dog conflict stressed
Publication: News Today
Date: September 19

Need for balanced reporting on
human-dog conflict stressed

NT Bureau
Chennai, Sept 19:

A group of human-animal stud-
1es researchers, scientists, and
welfare organizations emphasized
the importance of balanced media
reporting on human-dog interac-
tions in India during a discussion
on Wednesday. They noted that
while Tamil Nadu has implemented
a long-term rabies control program,
media often portrays street dogs
negatively, skewing public percep-
tion.

Krithika Srinivasan, Professor
of Political Ecology at the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, highlighted that
public debates tend to focus on
the dangers posed by stray dogs,
overlooking positive interactions

and the benefits of safe cohabita-

tion. She called for increased public
health awareness, bite prevention
education, and access to appropriate
prophylaxis.

Prof. Ramasubramanian MD
also stressed the media's role in
fostering awareness about the socio-

ecological aspects of human-dog
relationships, noting that the ma-

jority of interactions are uneventful

The gathering urged the media
to avoid extreme portrayals, such
as advocating for the eradication
of street dogs, and instead focus on
constructive, fact-based reporting
to encourage coexistence.

A dossier containing data on
rabies, dog bites, and conflict man-
agement strategies was shared with
journalists, aiming to promote more
informed discussions on this issue.



Headline: Experts stress need for scientific solutions to address human-dog conflict
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Headline: Experts stress need for scientific solutions to address human-dog conflict
Publication: Trinity Mirror

Date: September 21

Experts stress need for scientific solutions
to address human-dog conflict

Chennai, Sep 20:

Tamil Nadu is among
the states in India to
have implemented a
long-term coordinated
rabies control programme
involving public health
and municipal agencies,
a group of human-animal
studies researchers,
scientists, and welfare
organizations said during a
discussion on Wednesday.
However, like elsewhere
in the country, there are
several instances of media
organizations portraying
cases of dog bites without

providing factual context
on human-dog conflicts,
thus skewing public
perception against stray
dogs.

* Public health
initiatives are also needed
to strengthen positive
dimensions of people-
street dog interactions,
as these contribute to
human well-being directly
as well as indirectly, as
socialized street dogs are
less likely to be involved
in conflict”said Krithika
Srinivasan, Professor of
Political Ecology at the

University of Edinburgh
and Principal Investigator
of a research project on
street dogs and public
health (ROH-Indies).
Addressing the media,
Prof. Ramasubramanian
MD emphasized the
critical role of the
media in building public
awareness about people-
dog interaction and its
public health dimensions.
“Street dogs have been
an integral part of the
background of the Indian
ecosystem. Even though
the majority of the people-

street dog interactions
are uneventful, periodic
media reports adversely
portray these interactions.
A better awareness is
essential about the public
health aspects of such
interactions. A holistic
approach needs better
awareness on managing
daily interactions, caring
for these dogs, food
waste disposal in society,
vaccination and control of
dog population and most
importantly managing dog
bites and prevention of
rabies””



Headline: Paws and reflect
Publication: The New Indian Express

Date: September 24

Link: https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2024/Sep/24/paws-and-reflect

AASHNA REDDY

TREET dogs are regu-
lr part of urban 1ife in
many Indian cities, in-
cluiding Chennal. While
Interactions with (hese
animals are mostly un-
eventful. increasing nt-
tention | pald to the public
health concerns tied to rabies,
bites, and occasionnl conflicts.
Chennal once tried to control
street dogs by putting them
down, but today, with vaccing-
thon and birth control, there's a
better way While these dogs de-
serve our care, they also need to
Tearn to fend for themselves.
Krithika Srinivasan, profes.
sor of Political Ecalogy, Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, and the prin-
clpal investigator of ROH-Indles,
aresearch project that seeks to
mdvance the understanding of
people-dog relations, shares in-
sights into how Chennaiites per-
ceive street dogs, the nature of
conflicts, and the complexities
tnvolved in managing thess
interactions.

Excarpts

= In your research, what are
the key factors that shape
how people percelve sireet
dops?

What we found in Chennai,
where we've done the most re-
search over time, as well as in
ather parts of the country, is that
on an everyday basis, the bulk of
Interactions hetwesn people and
street dogs are uneventful. Peo-
ple generally neither Llike nor
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dislike dogs and often don't
think sbout them much. When
we started this research 15-16
years ago, people were puzeled
a5 to why we would even carry
out a study on street dogs, be-
cause they didn't see it as an is.

sue. This has changed recently
in part dus to the public atten-
tion these lssues have boen
Eetting.

For the most part. interactions
and attitudes remain neutral,
Confliet is just one nspect of ho-
man-dog interactions. Puhlic
hzlth discnssions efton focus on
rables bocause, though rare, the
fatality rate is almost 100%. It's
preventable if the necessary ac-
tion s taken, hut without inter
vention, it's fatal.

However, other forms of con-
it hiwe gained public attentlon
in recent years — especially in
media and court cases. People
tend to focus on serlons attacks
thiat result in mouling or deaths,
though these are rare. When we
apeak to people in everyiday sel-

As the street dog-human conflict increases in the city, Krithika
Srinivasan of the ROH-Indies project shares insights on coexistence

tings, the mosl common com-
plaints are shout chasing and
muksance related to barking. Serd-
ous incldents, while rare, doml-
nate puhlic platiorms.

® Desplte these conflicts,
your research mentions that
many people also provide
eare for street dogs.
Yes, in our research, we found
that alorge proportion of peopls
Iyve provided care tostreet dogs
at same polnt — over 6% of our
representative sample of people
in Chennal, for example. But
when we talk about care, we
don't mean organised or system-
atle care. [t's more casual, like
giving leflovers, or providing
water, or shelter during extrems
weather This care is not neces-
sarily from people who idemtify
as nnimal activists but from orndi-
nury citizens. These acts often go
unrecognised, but they are more
coirumon thn the conflicts peaple
hear about on public platforms.
Interestingly, th PECEGN

‘who cares for a dog can also view
the dog as a nulsance. For exam-
ple. they may feed adog. but also
complain about barking or chas-
ing. People often hold multiple
attitudes toward street dogs —
both positive and negative —
which leails to the complex rela.
tomship we see.

= What conditions tend to
leaud to the conflict?

Several factors contribute to
conflicts. First, fust like people,
dogs have individual personali-
ties, and their behaviour varies.
For example, territorial behav-
lowr often leads 1o conflict, espe-
cinlly when dogs become posses-
siveover a person who regularly
Teeds them. Environmentol con.
ditions also play a role. Plles of
waste can attract dogs, and ter-
ritorial disputes between dogs
can escalate into conflict with
peaple. The majority of interac-
tioms are peaceful, but media at-
tentlon tends to skew public
perception.

= How does wasie manage-
‘ment play into this issue?
Waste management is a crucial
factar. Even though doorto-door
waste collecthon ks supposed (o
be the norm in Chennai, we
still see people leaving gar-
bage bags outside their
homes, sometimes the night
before collection. This leads (o
garbage being scottered, oither
by dogs or crows, and creates
oonditions for conflict. If people
followed proper waste disposnl
practices. it could significantly
reduce the number of conflicts
between street dogs and people.

= What strategies are most
{Tective to sireet

dog population?

The maost effective steategies are
animal birth control (ABC) and
anti-rabies vaccination (ARV)
programmes, In Tamil Nadu,
thestreet dog population has de-
creased significantly from
8,47,750 1n 2012 104, 41,208 §n 2019,
These programmes not only re-
duce the number of dogs but
also help prevent aggress ve be
haviours related to mating or
protecting puppies. Relocating
or culling dogs, on the other
himd, I8 eounterproductive, Sta-
hle, vacrinated dog populations
are far more manageahle and
lead to fewer conflicts over
tima.

s How ean behaviowrs Hike
harking or chasing be
wddressed?

Propor environmental manage
ment playsa key role inaddress.
ing nuisance hehaviours. For
example, reducing garbage piles
In neighbourhoods would pre.
vent dogs from
mthoring and
becorming ter-
ritarial. Pub-

lic Awareness cAMpaigns are
also important. People need to
understand how to behave
around street dogs — for in-
stanee, notrunning when chased
by a dog, s this often escalates
the situation.

= How can public education
about safe interactions with
street dogs be lmproved?

Just ke we teach road safety, we
need to educate people about dog
behaviour and how to prevent
coniflicts, NGOs and pol leymak
ers should also focus on bite pre-
vention and first aid, such as
proper wound cleaning after a
hite. While dog control pro-
grommes are important, they
won't solve the issue on thelr
own— education and awareness
are equally necessary

= What should be the focus
of future public health and
urban policy efforts to better
mmanage human-street-dog
interactions?
Firstly, different problems re-
quire different solutions. See.
andly, the salutions and puk-
lic health efforts should go
bevond Just controlling dog
populations. Pollcles nesd o
address the environmental
and social faetors that lead to
conflict, Removal of dogs,
whethar by relocation or coll-
ing, only makes the problem
Worse Decause nesw, unvaccinat:
ed dogs move into th B.
Instead, stabilising
dog populations
through ABC and
ARV, along with en-
vironmental man-
agement and pub-
lic awareness, is
the way forward,
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Other media coverage:

Headline: Researchers and Public Health Experts Highlight Need for Scientific Solutions and Balanced
Approaches to Address Human-Dog Conflict in India

Publication: Valgan TV

Date: September 19

Link: https://valgan.tv/2024/09/19/researchers-and-public-health-experts-highlight-need-for-
scientific-solutions-and-balanced-approaches-to-address-human-dog-conflict-in-india/

Headline: Researchers and Public Health Experts Highlight Need for Scientific Solutions and Balanced
Approaches to Address Human-Dog Conflict in India

Publication: DT News TV

Date: September 19

Link: https://dtnewstv.com/?p=31904

Headline: Researchers and Public Health Experts Highlight Need for Scientific Solutions and Balanced
Approaches to Address Human-Dog Conflict in India

Publication: News 360

Date: September 19

Link: http://www.news360d.com/researchers-and-public-health-experts-highlight-need-for-
scientific-solutions-and-balanced-approaches-to-address-human-dog-conflict-in-india/

Headline: Researchers and Public Health Experts Highlight Need for Scientific Solutions and Balanced
Approaches to Address Human-Dog Conflict in India

Publication: VR News Chennai

Date: September 19

Link: https://vrnewschennai.com/researchers-and-public-health-experts-highlight-need-for-
scientific-solutions-and-balanced-approaches-to-address-human-dog-conflict-in-india/

Headline: Researchers and Public Health Experts Highlight Need for Scientific Solutions and Balanced
Approaches to Address Human-Dog Conflict in India

Publication: NT Media

Date: September 19

Link: https://ntmedia.in/dog-conflict-in-india/

Headline: Researchers and Public Health Experts Highlight Need for Scientific Solutions and Balanced
Approaches to Address Human-Dog Conflict in India

Publication: Talk 4 City

Date: September 19

Link: https://talk4city.in/researchers-and-public-health-experts-highlight-need-for-scientific-
solutions-and-balanced-approaches-to-address-human-dog-conflict-in-india/

Headline: Researchers and Public Health Experts Highlight Need for Scientific Solutions and Balanced
Approaches to Address Human-Dog Conflict in India

Publication: Nxt Pix

Date: September 19

Link: http://www.nxtpix.com/researchers-and-public-health-experts-highlight-need-for-scientific-
solutions-and-balanced-approaches-to-address-human-dog-conflict-in-india/
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